sermons, as coupled with unpublished manuscripts, and a variety of secondary texts revealed in her comprehensive bibliography.
Adams explains the core argument and themes of the text in her "Introduction" by declaring that black women, "advocated a politics of civic righteousness" and sought to reform "civic institutions by placing morality and justice in the realm of public policy, laws, and institutions" (p.
1, 3) demonstrated by "organizing missionary societies and unions to extend the work of the church in society" (p. 1, 3) . This study is an important analysis of black women progressives and it stands alongside other studies of black women reformers associated with the A.M.E. Church, Baptist Church, and YWCA movement.
1 Black women, as a part of the larger progressive ethos among
Christian reformers, were influenced by the social gospel-a movement that sought to apply Christian ethics to social problems ultimately with the goal to transform the society as demonstrated in this work. These black women were northern Christian progressives responding to the changes in black life wrought by industrialization, mass scale immigration, the rise of the corporation, and suburbanization. In the second part of the book, the final three chapters focus on the breakdown of interracial cooperation between black and white women after 1920, black women and electoral politics, and the consolidation of segregation as progressivism gave way to New Deal liberalism in the late 1930s. Chapter Four entitled "Unholy and Unchristian Attitude" covers the years 1920 to 1937 and the rise of increased discrimination and racial tension in the emergent suburbs. There were disagreements between black women and white women over issues related to discrimination in housing, employment, and education during these years according to Adams. In the following chapter, black women make concerted efforts to use the vote and legislative redress by creating clubs at the state and local level "using the ballot as a sacred instrument" acting as "agents of moral redemption" (p. 105). The final chapter details the public debates about health and housing led to an "assault on black women's bodies" (p. 132) through antivenereal disease campaigns and compulsory examinations. Adams demonstrates how black women responded through their sermons by providing advice about health education and continued community organizing around social justice issues. Their community organizing efforts continued to combat segregation and discrimination in northern suburbs through the New Deal era. Routledge, 1996), 177-178. 5 Ibid.
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